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REPORT 


BY  THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  CHURCHES, 


1833. 


LAJv  i 


REPORT. 


Your  Committee  have  had  under  their  considera- 
tion a Letter  addressed  to  the  Magistrates  and 
Council  by  the  Kirk  Session  of  the  Outer  High 
Church,  complaining  of  the  general  disrepair  of  that 
Church,  and  particularly  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  now  heated,  and  of  the  want  of  suitable  Session 
House  accommodation.  And,  in  order  to  form  a 
proper  opinion,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  matters 
noticed  in  the  Letter  from  the  Kirk  Session,  but  also 
as  to  the  present  state  of  the  Cathedral  in  general, 
which  has  for  some  time  been  attracting  the  unfavour- 
able notice  and  animadversions  of  scientific  strangers 
and  of  the  public  at  large,  your  Committee  judged  it 
right,  personally  to  visit  and  inspect  minutely  the 
whole  premises.  The  result  of  their  examination  leaves 
them  little  room  to  congratulate  the  Council  upon 
the  present  appearance  of  this  interesting  and  vener- 
able fabric. 
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It  may  form  the  subject  of  just  regret  that 
circumstances  should  have  ever  rendered  it  ne- 
cessary or  expedient  to  convert  part  of  the  nave 
■into  what  now  forms  the  Outer  High  Church. 
Notwithstanding  the  great  expenditure  incurred 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  in  fitting  up  and  up- 
holding that  Church,  it  is  now  throughout  so  com- 
pletely infected  by  dry  rot,  that  the  beams  which 
support  the  galleries,  the  pulpit,  and  a portion  of  the 
other  wood-work  require  repair,  if  not  total  renewal. 
While  the  general  character  of  the  structure  has 
been  lamentably  injured,  if  not  almost  destroyed,  by 
the  conversion  of  the  nave  into  a place  of  worship, 
the  inaptitude  of  the  side  walls  for  the  reception  of 
wood-work  of  any  kind,  for  which  they  were  never 
intended, -has  been  proved  to  be  such  that  the  addi- 
tional Church  accommodation  thereby  obtained,  has 
actually  cost  the  public  nearly  as  large  a sum  as  the 
expense  of  building  an  entirely  new  Church. 

Independently  of  the  sum  expended  on  the  origi- 
nal operation,  the  cost  of  re-seating,  and  of  other  re- 
pairs in  1802  was  £. 902  10s.  ; in  1806,  1 L.(j6  10s.; 
in  1808,  L.153  11s.;  in  1813,  £.1, 505  7s.  Gd. ; in 
1815,  £.  133  3s.  Gd. ; in  1819,  £.382  16s.  7d. ; in 
1824,  £.58  5s.  Gd. ; in  1825,  £.128  8s.;  and  in 
1828,  £.225  14s.  7d. ; making  in  all,  since  1802,  no 
less  than  £3,58G  7s.  8d.  The  cause  of  this  great 
and  incessant  expenditure  has  arisen  from  dry  rot 


and  the  dampness  of  the  walls  of  the  nave,  to  which 
the  wood-work  of  the  Church  has  been  appended; 
and  no  other  result  could  reasonably  have  been  ex- 
pected, for  the  seating  of  the  lower  area  of  the 
west  end  of  the  Church  is  not  less  than  five  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  circumjacent  exterior  earth. 
So  destructive  has  the  dry  rot  proved,  that  only  three 
years  after  the  complete  renewal,  with  best  red  pine, 
of  the  whole  timber-work  in  1813,  it  was  found,  upon 
examination,  that  fungus  and  other  excrescences 
were  in  full  growth  and  vigour  under  the  Precentor’s 
pulpit. 

No  adequate  remedy  has  been  discovered  for 
the  removal  of  the  excessive  damp  which  now 
pervades  the  whole  Church.  The  erection  of  a 
heating  apparatus  with  that  view  in  1828  has 
proved  ineffectual  from  the  height  of  the  ceiling. 
From  the  experience  of  the  last  thirty  years  it  is 
manifest  that  the  present  Church,  confessedly  so  cold 
and  damp  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  congregation,  cannot  be  upheld  at  a less 
expenditure  in  repairs  than  upwards  of  £.2,500  every 
twenty  years. 

In  these  circumstances,  to  persist  in  upholding  what 
is  at  best  but  an  inappropriate  expedient  for  Church 
accommodation,  appears  to  the  Committee  not  less 
unwarrantable,  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view,  than 
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wanting  in  architectural  taste  and  respect  for  the 
opinions  and  feelings  of  the  community.  The  Com- 
mittee have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
to  the  Council  to  decline  incurring  any  further  expense 
in  repairs  upon  the  Outer  High  Church,  either  in  the 
shape  of  heating,  more  suitable  Session  House  accom- 
modation, or  otherwise ; but  they  would  urgently 
press  upon  the  Council  the  expediency  of  adopting 
immediate  measures  for  the  total  removal  of  the 
Church  to  some  more  convenient  and  suitable  situa- 
tion. This  will  admit  of  the  magnificent  nave  being 
restored  to  its  original  state,  and  other  improvements, 
or  rather  re-edifications  and  repairs,  being  made,  such 
as  the  general  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  public  at 
large  now  urgently  call  for. 

There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that,  upon  proper 
application,  the  Crown  will  grant  the  nave  as  a place 
of  interment  and  for  the  erection  of  monuments,  from 
which  a considerable  sum  may  be  derived.  A hand- 
some and  commodious  new  Church  can  be  erected  for 
about  I/.G,000.  The  Committee  are  satisfied  that 
L.% OOO,  and  the  expense  of  the  ground  necessary  foi 
the  site  of  the  Church,  will  be  obtained  from  additional 
seat  rents ; and  they  are  persuaded,  that,  in  the  end, 
it  will  be  more  advantageous  for  the  Corporation  to 
expend  the  balance  in  the  erection  of  a new  building, 
than  to  attempt  upholding  the  present  unsuitable  and 
inconvenient  Church.  In  this  way,  not  less  than  five 
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hundred  sittings  will  be  added  to  the  Church  accom- 
modation of  the  City,  and  the  much-desired  renova- 
tion of  the  nave  may  be  accomplished.  The  Com- 
mittee have  reason  to  believe  that  the  cost,  which 
would  attend  the  necessary  operations  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  nave,  can  be  raised  by  private  subscription, 
by  the  sale  of  burying-places,  and  the  privilege  of 
erecting  monuments  to  the  memory  of  persons  of 
worth  and  distinction.  A contribution  to  a certain 
extent,  it  is  believed,  will  also  be  obtained  from  the 
Crown  towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  impor- 
tant object  of  general  and  national  interest.  The 
Committee  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  Magis- 
trates and  Council  respectfully  request  the  aid  and 
influence  of  the  Representatives  in  Parliament  for 
this  City  and  County,  with  a view  to  obtain  from  the 
Crown  a Grant  of  the  Nave,  as  before  noticed,  and 
such  a contribution  as  will  enable  the  Magistrates 
and  Council  forthwith  to  adopt  the  necessary  mea- 
sures for  the  removal  of  the  present  Church  and  the 
general  re-edification  of  the  Cathedral. 

The  Outer  High  Church  being  thus  removed  and 
the  application  of  the  Cathedral,  as  a place  of  worship, 
confined  to  the  portion  of  the  building  now  allotted 
to  the  Inner  High  Church,  which  is  well  adapted  for 
the  purpose,  the  use  of  the  building  will,  in  future, 
harmonize  with  its  character.  And  the  Committee 
trust  that  no  attempt  will  be  again  made  to  depart 
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from  the  legitimate  application  of  any  part  of  the 
Cathedral ; and  that  this  unrivalled  specimen  of 
ancient  Ecclesiastical  architecture  will  be  preserved 
as  an  object  of  pride  and  veneration  to  the  citizens, 
and  the  taste  and  public  spirit  of  the  inhabitants 
rescued  from  the  stigma  which  has  too  long  attached 
to  them  on  account  of  the  dilapidated  and  neglected 
condition  of  the  building. 

John  Smith,  Ygst.,  Convener, 
James  Ewing, 

John  Muir, 

Archibald  M'Lellan, 

William  Rodger, 

Robert  Ferrie. 

“ On  the  9th  October,  1833,  the  Magistrates 
and  Council,  on  the  Motion  of  Archibald 
M‘Lellan,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Baillie  M‘Lean, 

approve  of  the  said  Report.  * 

And 

“ On  the  4th  November,  1833,  on  the 
Motion  of  Archibald  M‘Lellan,  Esq.,  direct 
the  Report  of  the  Commiteee  on  the  Cathedral 
Church  to  be  printed  and  published.  * 
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